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She Who Rides Fast

Must Conquer Instincts

Motoreycles » At the first
all-women session of the
California Superbike School,
students learn to override
dangerous “survival reactions.”

Hy MARRY SORENSEN
SEECIAL Siey THE TIMEPS
ne o recen! hunday, 5§ owomen
githered i the desect just nosh
af Lancasier i dofent their
deep-seatced servival instinets,
No, you didn't miss the frone-page store
ahout i recent mass suicile,
hese wens women fram aroond {ali
fwrnia and acress he wanriey wli slared
FR et T BT TR iII||"'[|_'5.|—|j||;||_|:.||';II|_'||_-5. ainld 5
desire 10 e Beter, safer rders, The carne

tagether for the firsy all-veomen srssian ol

the Califnia Superbike Seboel

The locales e Mew Streers aof Willow
Springs, 4 ught, cecheical, 2 omile-lrnge
racereack wext danr ke Gasless road in
e West," Wiklow Springs luermiional
[Racewary in Rosamonl,

Che sucvival iosticees they were al-
fempting 0 conguer aacluded the fen.
dency o grak oo handiol af Grake or
abruptly close dhe chroale when poing
throwgh g cornen; 1o tighten up on the
Ecnelielxars when U sicoution calls for a
vedazedd paostore; @ e g onoan abpec
b o wear thie readway, Ueas heading
SITAIEOT Lior i,

1hese seemingly healthy Msurvival reac-
tors," as rigling gum and schoal dirccear
Reath Crber alls them, may he the body's
feerini] reaction e perceived danger. b
Py are pudectially deacdly when riding o
otnseyelhe

“To be a sale, ellective rider, ol
noayeresme survival insbineds,” o ochoirns.
mintic Cde iold his leadhes-clad sodens,
wla listened intenaly during classronm
stessims or nugeers af wisdom b ke s
e i,

lespizedd by e ez "wau doowhin
suu prelive,” those who sigan ag o id
ing sehonls sich as Code’s hope 0o e
the slalistics thar show st sy ridess
imalved in accidents never initiale eva
sive actinn when that provesial car s
e i fronne of them or ahe ek they e
falhwying suddenty sEams on ihe bradoes,

nosch cikses, as Coale's students s,

biinieng the briekes er palling hack o tae
thraftle can ofter e the worss—and -
mal—acliivis a ride iy lake,

“Hiding by Uve iy, §ean never be fully
prepared for all G chings thal could bag
pen,” saml Leasha Osernturl, g phatogr-
pher from Chicagn wha tmak o dirl bikes
wien she was#,

"Wor bivee e ddeal witly pesgele donble-
parking, runming Hghis. 10s mavhem,”
st Dhverturd, 300 T wamied 10 ke the
Mlass o learn defensive-deiving manen-
vers 1 alse wanted pel Betler o the gor-
ters 'Wlhen 'm oaus ri|:|||L_.= wellly v LS
whis aze wdpping off in et of owe, |wan
o ke s with thern, if nol heat e,

I wihier sorls, Dvemun waneed w e
fask. pust likes every rider wha heads oo b
racetiack 1o zimprovs her skills, Coreen
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Reseda on the racetrack at the fest all-wimnen session at Californda Superblke School in Rosamond,

Leasla Overturf came from Chicagon (o

learn  defensive-driving  maneuvers.

lently, the same techilques that might
make o rider fastor through the mwisties
can also impart the eonfidence and ability
to yank a bike out of harm's way when
DEeCHss iy,

Califrmin Superbike School offers wp Lo
B sesssons ench vear at racetrncks aronmsl
the conntry [inchuiding mare than a daeen
il 'n.".'!ll::w"*in'irlg_-:'-;:. iffering four levels
through which riglirs Gan progress. Bach
shmdent meay bring his or her ows minlors
cvcle or mde one ol e school's new
Kawasakl Ninjfa X5-60 sponibikes. Per-
aiofial r.|j||'||.1 pear 15 alio aplional, &5 you
can rent full racing leathers, helmet,
gloves and boots ar any irack day pur on
i thi schanl,

Why did & Southern California Lewvel |
cluss pimed solely at wanen [l (o capac-
iyt

*Thi fact that it was am all-woemen
schond had o complete and ol impaci
an mie,” said Owerberf, s svas visiting a
friend while nn business in San Francisco
when she heard about the class. “lc was
like 0 securdty blanket.

“1 bl been thinking about taking a
school but always lelt intimidated. Some-
thing aboue it being al woneen meant [
could feel peaccehul abowt signing up for

Jocelyn Kane of San Francisoo will Keith Code, director of the Superbike School,
Cneler says sluelenls must overcome survival tisldnets (o hecome safe, cffective riders.

oy first riding schaal.™

Henita Taylor, 41, who works in com-
puter support at o special-effects com-
pany in 5an Francisco, also made the six-
hour drive sputh to participate In the
course, which was sponsored by Mota
Mutachike Gear e Wormen of Berkeley.

When 1 heard about the all-wonsen
sehoal, my first thought was it would be
fum 1o be around all thess other wonmen
wha shared my interest in motoreycles,’
Faylor said, "1 work at a place that's kind
ol a high-tech baws' club. I'm always i
that atmnsphere, so this was a chapsee o
get together with other woemen amd leann
skills [ didn'e have"

Competitbon was West Hollywood resi-
dent Kelly Daugheny's inveni when she
sipned up for the sesslon based on Code's
repatation in the wordd of road caclog

e —

"] jodned by spdte of the face that b was 3
wonen's school' sald (he 38-year-uld
BusinessWeek advertising sales executive,
whio pode matoeioss o o classes as a
teenager and recently 1ok up street ridding
after 17 vears ot of the saddle.

"] ahanlutely want (o race, and as an ag-
pressive female sport rlder, | found [ a
viery frustating experence.” Daugherty
sadd of the class. “Theee were i loo many
wiimnest o0 Lse teack al any given Lime
Had it been a growp of men, my gues is
they wolild lave broken the BEUp Gl .
1:|:-r|.|:|1p; i skall lewel, nof basegd on
whether yau hiel aontens

“Thal part af i1 was very fnastrating to
e, she saicl, 0w autoon the track with
winmen wi [ was scaring. 10 was KLY B
(TS
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Contnued from 61

Daugherty will stick o dual-
pender classes from now on. which
at California Superblke School
pypically have 2 ratio of two
women for every 30 men, Code
said,

No dates have been set {or an-
other women-only school, ihough
Conle saxid lse's open o the ke if
interest merkis.

hatever their motivation or

take on the school, these
waemen reflect the morezsingly di-
wverse proup of female ridess in the
United Szaces today,

Much like the nearly 700 women
who pathered in Athens, Ohio, in
july for the second American
Motorcyclist  Assn.-sponsored
Women & Motorcycling confer-
ence, they were single profession-
als and ladies who lusch. They
were white, black, Latino and
Aslan American. Some weighed 90
pounds, others more than 200
Some sported fowing resses, oth-
wrs fal crapped hale,

Andd they were just a tiny seg-
ment ol the moee than 420,000
Jmezican women who own mmor-
cveles, according 1o the most re-
cent statlsties available, o 1996 sur-
vey commissioned by the
Motoreyele Industry Council in Iz
'|'|.II.E

“That number is increasing,”
sald industry analyst Don Browm
of DJB Associntes, also of Iovine,
wha conducted the stedy. "There
{en’t any doubt abous teac”

[ndustry support of women's -
volvement in the readm is &lso on
the upswing Mayhe vou could call
Lt survival instinet.
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